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1A Park Boulevard, Ferntree Gully, 3156
Limited office hours. Phone 9752 2737

Phone answered 9.30am to 3.30pm
Email: office@u3aknox.org.au
Website: www.u3aknox.org.au

TERM DATES 2022
Term 1 31 January to 25 March
Term 2 26 April to 17 June
Term 3 18 July to 9 September
Term 4 10 October to 2 December

DIARY DATES
Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 January from 9.30am 
to 12 noon — enrolments if you are unable to do it 
online.

Wednesday 23 February —  Dracula — The Bloody 
Truth, 1812 Theatre

Copy deadline for Newsletter #2 is Friday 11 March 2022.  
Send articles to newsletter@u3aknox.org.au.
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Issue: 1

Presidential Handover

Our U3A has so many wonderful contributors, many 
of whom have never met face–to–face. At the head of 
these is our President. We would therefore like to take 
this opportunity to farewell our departing President 
Lawrie Gaylard and welcome our new President, Jan 
Bottcher.

Lawrie’s contributions have been almost legendary:

taking on various committee roles,•	

manning the foyer in order to meet, greet and •	
familiarise himself with members’ needs,

sharing an incredible amount of administrative •	
knowledge and experience, and

acting as a mentor and guide to enable others to •	
make valuable contributions themselves. 

Our thanks can only be in terms of enjoying the 
increased quality of life he has enabled for so many.

So, how lucky are we to be able to say that our future 
looks just as positive? Jan comes to us with a wealth of 
organisational experience, a clear focus on what needs 
to be done, a huge commitment to hard work and a 
listening ear to what the needs of the organisation and 
the	 individuals	 are.	 We	 offer	 her	 our	 wholehearted	
support and wish her success in, and enjoyment of, 
the position. 

Brigitte Salwat,  
Secretary
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President’s Report

Welcome back to U3A Knox. We would all 
agree that the last two years have been  very 
unsettling,	but	finally	we	are	able	to	return	
to our classes and activities. Although we 
will	 be	 spread	 over	 different	 campuses	
and must continue to abide by COVID 
regulations, hopefully it will start to feel 
like life is beginning to resemble some sort 
of normality.

For those members l did not have the 
opportunity to introduce myself to at the 
2021	AGM,	 I	 will	 briefly	 do	 it	 now.	My	
husband Lee and l have lived and raised 
our family in Boronia for 44 years. My 
professional background was Marketing 
and Major Events, specialising in logistics. 
l have always been active in community 
organisations, where I have learnt valuable skills 
from talented people and made wonderful friends. I 
have been a member of U3A Knox for about 5 years, 
participating in swimming and art classes. I also 
enjoy pottering in the garden, apart from the weeding, 
I dabble in art, and I make cheese. I am looking 
forward to working with the U3A committee and 
getting to know the wider U3A community. I would 
like to thank previous President Lawrie Gaylard for 
his wonderful handover and ongoing support.

I am pleased to announce that the U3A shed has 
finally	 found	 a	 new	 home	 and	 will	 be	 dismantled	
and removed over the next few weeks. All unclaimed 
useful items have been donated to the Aussie Veterans 
Op Shop. My thanks to David Kerrisk for coordinating 
a wonderful team of volunteers from the cycling 
groups who tackled the enormous task of clearing 
the shed and relocating the shelving to the Boronia 
Bellbird Campus. Thank you to Robyn McKay and 
Neil Morrison for the use of their vehicle.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank the City 
of Knox for their generous assistance with providing 
additional space for our classes at Carrington Park at 
no extra cost during the renovations — this will be a 
significant	saving	for	U3A	Knox.

Boronia Bellbird Campus (corner Erica Ave and 
Genista Ave, Boronia) will be open on Monday 24 
and Tuesday 25 January from 9.30am to 12 noon 
for enrolment and payment if you are unable to do it 
online. Please bring your credit card; without a fully 
running	office,	cash	and	cheques	are	not	the	preferred	

way of payment. You may also collect name badges 
at	this	time.	Thank	you	to	the	office	managers	for	all	
the	time	and	effort	they	have	put	into	packing	up	and	
relocating	 office	 equipment	 to	 the	Boronia	Bellbird	
Campus and also to Course Coordinator Cristina 
Varsavsky for the extraordinary job she has done 
scheduling classes despite many challenges.

An update on the renovations
The main U3A kitchen will be completely refurnished, 
all rooms not being renovated will be repainted, new 
updated	wifi	will	be	installed	and	there	will	be	solar	
panels on the roof of the entire complex. Fortunately, 
we	are	 able	 to	 use	 rooms	1,	 2,	 7	 and	 the	 office	 for	
storage during the renovation — this will be both a 
big time and money saver.

I believe the end result of this year’s disruptions 
will	be	worth	it	when	we	finally	move	back	into	our	
refurbished building which will be part of the new 
Fairpark Reserve Multipurpose Community Facility.   
I have no doubt U3A classes and activities here will 
continue to provide intellectual, cultural, creative, 
physical and leisure interests, as we aim to grow and 
thrive into the future.

Just a reminder that you need to use the QR code to 
enter buildings for classes and masks are required for 
all U3A indoor classes. Participants must be double 
vaxxed and space restrictions are still in place. If you 
test positive and have been attending U3A classes, it 
is important that you notify U3A so appropriate action 
can be taken to inform relevant classes members. U3A 
will	respect	your	privacy	and	confidentiality.

Jan Bottcher

Boronia Bellbird Campus
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From the Course Coordinator
We thought the worst of the pandemic would be over 
by the start of the 2022 program of activities, but we 
find	ourselves	yet	again	in	uncertain	times	with	new	
twists and challenges ahead. 

The good news is that we are allowed to start Term 1, 
but we must do so safely. We all have to play our part 
in maintaining a COVID–safe environment when we 
get together to engage in learning and socialising.

I am delighted to see that despite the disruptions we 
have experienced for two years now, we are still able 
to	offer	most	of	the	courses	we	offered	previously	and	
a few new ones. We are fortunate to have so many 
tutors who generously give their time to lead classes 
and activities and share their knowledge and expertise 
with our members. I encourage you all to make the 
most of these precious opportunities. 

Some courses still have vacancies. I invite you to 
browse through the list and see what else is there for 
you. If you are interested in any of the courses, you 
can	enrol	online	or,	if	you	need	help,	contact	the	office	
volunteers. 

This year we have the additional challenge of having 
to adapt to new buildings and classrooms. The 
committee worked hard to address any shortcomings 
in the new settings and to make your experience as 
good as possible. Some things will look and feel 
different	 and	 will	 require	 adjustments,	 but	 it	 is	 all	
worth it so we will be able to enjoy our new premises 
in 2023. 

Unfortunately, due to building works at Carrington 
Park,	a	couple	of	rooms	will	not	be	available	for	the	first	
few	weeks	in	February.	Council	has	offered	temporary	
accommodation at the Rowville Community Centre. 
Some	of	the	affected	tutors	have	opted	to	wait	until	
the rooms at Carrington are ready and will delay the 
start of their classes. If your class is in one of these 
rooms,	you	will	be	notified.	

I wish you all a wonderful year engaging with our 
courses and activities. A big thank you to the tutors 
for your dedication and passion for providing so many 
stimulating learning and networking experiences to 
U3A Knox members.

Cristina Varsavsky

If you are unsure about the success of your application 
to enrol in courses this year, you can check online at 
https://www.u3aknox.org.au/members/login. 
Here you will also be able to check if there have 
been any venue or time changes. These might have 
been necessary due to either COVID restrictions, 
your tutor’s preference for a delayed start, building 
operations at Carrington Park, or a combination of 
any of these.

If you are receiving this newsletter by post, you will 
have found your course details on the back page.

What are my Course Enrolments?

Because of the non–centralised nature of our operations 
this	year,	you	might	have	difficulty	in	obtaining	your	
membership badge. These will be available at the 
Boronia	Bellbird	Campus	on	the	mornings	the	office	
there is open. We will try to get the badges to those 
who are unable to collect them from Boronia Bellbird, 
but this might take some time. In the meantime, for 
safety	and	identification	reasons,	you	should	continue	
to wear your 2021 badges.

Robyn McKay 
Database Manager

How will the U3A office work in 2022?
The	 U3A	 Knox	 office	 has	 been	 relocated	 to	 the	
Boronia Bellbird Campus now that our previous 
building on Park Boulevard has been vacated in 
preparation	for	building	and	renovations.	This	office	
will be manned for limited hours during the week to 
enable photocopying to be done (by appointment).

So how will the office work?
The Boronia Bellbird building has no internet and no 
telephone! However we are employing a system that 

enables the current telephone number to still be your 
“point	of	contact”	with	the	office	managers	The	way	
it works is this:

Call the usual telephone number — 9752 2737.•	

This call will be received by a “switchboard in •	
the cloud”. 

Your call will then be diverted to the mobile •	
phone	of	one	of	four	office	managers	(they	will	be	

https://www.u3aknox.org.au/members/login
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End of Year Lunch and MEGA raffle
Our Club Kilsyth lunch in July proved to be so 
popular that the Events Committee organised another 
one for our end of year celebration. There were lots of 
happy faces as people gathered for a tasty lunch and 
lovely company. Once again it was enjoyed by all and 
following many requests, we look forward to holding 
a number of similar social events during 2022.

Our new President Jan Bottcher drew the names of the 
lucky	winners	of	our	MEGA	raffle,	with	its	wonderful	
prizes. The lucky prize winners were: Lawrie Gaylard, 
Brigitte Salwat, Jan Brookes, Norelle Rawson and 
Yvonne Foster.

Dracula — The Bloody Truth

Do you like live theatre? If so, here’s your perfect 
opportunity to see the 1812 Theatre performance of 
Dracula — The Bloody Truth.

Travelling across Europe, from the dark and sinister 
Transylvanian mountains to the charming seaside 
town of Whitby, Professor Van Helsing and his three 
amateur actors stage a life–changing, theatrical 

Events Information
production of Dracula — hoping to establish, once 
and for all, the bloody truth. The result is a delightfully 
silly, fast–paced and faithful (–ish) adaptation by John 
Nicholson (Hound of the Baskervilles, Peepolykus) 
of Bram Stoker’s novel. Performed by four actors 
playing thirty characters.

The 1812 Theatre has kindly provided thirty tickets to 
U3A	Knox	to	the	final	dress	rehearsal	performance	of	
this hilarious play.

When: Wednesday 23 February 2022.

Where: The Lowe Auditorium, 1812 Theatre, 3 Rose 
St, Upper Ferntree Gully. 

Time: Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8pm curtain call. 
Programmes and refreshments will be provided by 
The 1812 Theatre. 

Buy your tickets
You can buy tickets ($20 each) at the Boronia Bellbird 
Campus (corner Erica and Genista Avenues, Boronia) 
on Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 January from 9.30am 
to 12 noon (credit card payments preferred).

COVID safety
For the safety of all, theatre patrons must provide 
proof of full vaccination status as a requirement of 
entry and masks must be worn.

Please visit the 1812 Theatre website for more 
information.

Daphne Ristic 
Events Coordinator

working to a roster covering 9:30am — 3:30pm 
Monday to Friday).

The	call	will	be	identified	on	the	office	manager’s	•	
mobile phone as a call from the U3A Knox 
“switchboard” rather than one of their personal 
calls.

The	 office	manager	who	 answers	 your	 call	will	•	
normally have access to the membership database 
on their personal computer. They will be able to 
answer your queries and enrol or delete you into 
and out of classes.

If	your	query	is	complicated,	the	office	manager	•	
may have to call you back later.

We really hope that this telephone system will work 
seamlessly once Optus has worked their magic and 
configured	the	“switchboard	in	the	cloud”.	This	may	
not be completed until mid–February so please be 
patient and use the phone numbers for Carol or Phil 
that were published previously on the website. 

David Kerrisk 
Technology Manager

See what events and activities are available from Knox City Council.
Go to www.knox.vic.gov.au/events

https://www.1812theatre.com.au/
www.knox.vic.gov.au/events
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Have you ever found yourself worrying about what 
you would do if you or your bike broke down while 
out on a long ride? A combined and discounted 
AusCycling Lifestyle Membership* & RACV Bike 
Assist package can give you and your families that 
piece of mind!  

You	can	find	out	more	and	register	for	this	fantastic	
offer	by	visiting	the	link	below:

https://auscycling.tidyhq.com/public/
membership_levels/e31550413d53 

*Please	note	 that	 this	offer	 is	only	available	 to	new	
AusCycling members or to previous Cycling Australia/
MTBA/BMXA members that have been lapsed for a 
minimum of 12 months. 

An offer for cyclists

New Members of Knox U3A
Welcome to the following new members. We trust you will enjoy your U3A studies and activities.

Valerie Atchison Michael Graham Shirley Palmer Dianne Smith
Andrea Barber Wayne Grimston Robert Paul Alison Wyllie
Doris Cheuk David Harding David Purdon David Yates
Lisa Dowse Geoff	Kidd Concetta	Reflinski James Youngman
Allen Dwyer Yeang King Celine Samarasek Jeanette Youngman
Veronica Earl Henry Lam Annette Scardoni Paul Zachariah
Keith Edmonds Alan MacLean Tricia Schurmann
Robert Glynn James McNaney Linda Sharp
Mary Gordon Natalia Mic Susan Shaw

The new Fairpark Reserve 
Multipurpose Community Facility

Looking forward to 2023

https://auscycling.tidyhq.com/public/membership_levels/e31550413d53
https://auscycling.tidyhq.com/public/membership_levels/e31550413d53
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PARTICIPATING SHOPS…

Cross Stitch and More

1047 Burwood Hwy
Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
(03) 9758 8843
www.crossstitchandmore.com.au
sales@crossstitchandmore.com.au

Textile Offcuts

186-188 Main Street
Lilydale VIC 3140
(03) 9735 1005
sales@textileoffcuts.com.au

Lilly Patches

Shop 10 Boronia Village
159 Boronia Road
Boronia  VIC 3152
(03) 9761 2088
www.lillypatches.com.au
info@lillypatches.com.au

The Embroidery Den

521 Highett Road
Highett  VIC 3190
(03) 9532 2142
www.theembroideryden.com.au
infoembroideryden@gmail.com

Palm Beach Quilting

7/2 Industry Boulevard
(Cnr Colemans Rd & Industry Blvd)
Carrum Downs  VIC  3201
(03) 9775 1601
www.palmbeachquilting.com.au
sales@palmbeachquilting.com.au

The Quilters’ Patch

536 North Road
Ormond  VIC  3204
(03) 9576 9573
http://thequilterspatch.com.au
mail@thequilterspatch.com.au

Patchwork Passion

29 Hotham Street  
(Cnr Loch Street)
Cranbourne  VIC  3977
0422 422 078
www.patchworkpassion.com.au
shop@patchworkpassion.com.au

Yarra Valley Quilt Yarn and Sew

382 Warburton Highway
Wandin North  VIC  3139
(03) 5964 3592
https://www.quiltyarnsew.com.au
sales@quiltyarnsew.com.au

Entering is easy…
1. Visit all eight participating shops 

during the fabric frolic.
2. When you make a purchase 

in store your passport will be 
validated.

3. Leave the completed passport in 
the container provided at the last 
store  you visit.

4. Drawn 1 February 2022 and 
winners notified by telephone 
or email.

 Free pattern from each shop.
 Specials in every shop.
 Lucky prize draw open to all 

participants with completed 
passports.

 Each individual store will have 
4 prizes, first, second, third and a 
Yazzii prize which will be open to 
any purchaser.

www.fabricfrolic.com.au
www.facebook.com/FabricFrolic

www.instagram.com/fabricfrolic/

FIRST 
PRIZE!
Janom

e
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0

Terms and conditions
All entrants must complete a valid passport by making a purchase in store. The draw is a game of 
chance and will be conducted by the group and no correspondence will be entered into. Draw will 
take place on 1 February 2022 by an independent representative. Winners will be notified by phone. 
Results published in each store window, newsletter or class list. Information provided will be used 
for future direct mail from participating stores. Prizes cannot be exchanged for cash.


